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A huurt in mnduw eeat, which conceals a pop-up taleviglon

Clear your home of clutter with cabinetry
bilt to ordar. Mark Bretherton reports

fab cbinstry masimise

and with the lakest ¢ ¥
pedestrian topics such as “storage” can
pack My surprises [0 serve 1
dinner converstion sarers.

Towcl-rensative drawers, cabioet
will beds and popup plasma sereens
are among the hot-ticket iterns to get
people organised in style,

Darren James of Interiors by Darren
Jarmes sxid clean, simple lines were the
way o go, particulaely in living areas.

"Im definitely seeing a lot less
cluster,” he said.

"People arent putting as many
S lat i Wy e TP DRCBT

isplay as they o s ¥
coming in and out of o cycde but
simple & definirely in.

“The advancage of having cean,
modern lines 3 that everything looks
neat and tidy and then you can sur-
prise people with things popping out
aof nowhere,”

Jamezs sid inmovative touches in-
cuded fridges concealed hehind cabi-
pret doaes, pluma screens that emerged
from buili-in cabinets and, ity the
Hick of a switch, a liquor cabinet could
pop out of a bar benchiop,

At last year's Australian Woodwork-
ing Su’;plim Industry Association
trade shoaw, eahdinet makers Blum

HE vales are in— and clugter is
out Clean, modern Hpes and

showsd a range of clioets with a
touch-sensitive release mechanism that
eliminared handles.

While it takes a bigger budget and

you can't take it with you when you
move, built-in cabinstry has many
advanmapes.

“You're quite limited with a free-
standing pirce,” James said,

“Built-tn cabinetry is part of its sur-
roundings, 50 EIJi'l’l: get colywels
building up b-tlumi it. You can make
miuch better wse of space.”

Food use of space & the curent
catchary as growth in Qusensland's
southeast sends living density sky-
wards.

Peter Skinner, associnte profassor of
architecture at the Universicy of
Chuesenshand, said that within a couple
of decades we would not have the
Tusury of space we enfored now,

It's not oll deom and ploom.
Higher-density living 2 more
sustainable, IF thers are twice 25 many
peaple in an area, they are likedy to be
twice as oloce to public transpert,
restaticints, cafes and shops.

Skinner agreed that cever cabinetry
was ane way 1o get the most out of a
smaller living space.

"Tou need muli-purpose rooms
that open into each ather to provide a
sense of spac M e zaid,

"Ir's imparant for small byl
to feel oo clumesed ﬂrﬁﬁnﬂl
cramped.

“The secret to avoiding cdutker is 1
conceal things behind panels, under
other things and so on. A wall of panels
is unobtmusive, but providss key stor
L
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DESlQﬂHF Darmen James says clean lines look tidy and can hold afaw surprisas
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Sleek huilt-ins
maximise space

* From Page1

“Buikling in some eements of
furniture can provide a more
cfficient use of space as well, Space
undsr beds or wnder buoilt-in
benches can massively Increase the
amcunt of amenity i the room.

"In a <afe, everyone can see that
setimgg bailt inte the wall allows
the tabdz 10 be pushed closer 1o dee
wall and frees up more space, et
not enough people vse these kinds
of concepts i their homes”

Papular, too, i the wall bed,
which afloiws a spare toom to bs
multi-purpose, with a double or
sngle bad eoncealed in a cabinet.

Designer Elyse Mewman of
Organised Interiors said there was
a move away from the big sub-
wrban house,

“We sell a lot of wall beds for
rampus reams and family rooms.
With the pull of a handle, a cabinet
comwverls to a bed, We also have
heds sith sorge space wnder-
neath the mattress, which you can
pull up with & handle"

When I comes to kitchen
i:lbin:l:r:.', Eim Dulfin of Sublime
Czbinet Dresign i well cred.
etitialled. From north Cucensland,
Duffin f= the HIA Australian
Kitchen Diesigner af the Year and
this menth takes on the best the
warkd has to offer in the intemat-
ional round of the compefiton

Duffin said the secret o a good
kitchen was te focus on
functionality fiest, then “looks™,

Hiz desipns include eye-
auching tsland benches that keok
25 much like spaceship consoles as
places o chop vepetabls

“Fou can be very creative witls
the isfand benches,"” he said,

“Dhfferent Grishes reflsct light
in different wavs to crepte intepest-
ing effece”

Duffin refers o the "dynarnic
space”™ concept, where cabinetry
and shelving is ammanged so every-
thirsg is within easy reach.

“IF ' preparing & meal, 1 dan't
have o back away froan e
cooktop,” he explained.

“You can hive a nammosr galley
style kitchen and still have space
for everything vou nead, as well a5

—an

Functionality comes first for kichens bul looks don't suffer

organlssd acces o everything at
voer fingertips.

“Crrawers allow vou to pikk up
cre-third more in storge @
over shelves, and drawers with
organizsd cempartments can slide
out of the pantry.

“De of the latest products i a
arith drawer for better wie of the
space under the sink.

“We've alse done Ktchens with
computer screens hanging off the
benches and sit-down areas so that
parents ¢an keep an eye on thedr

ids surfing the net while they are
coaking dinper.

“There's some great solutions,
but many of them are not cheap,
T geet full use of the space; they're
weell warth the vesinient — thes
you san pask the contents of o
kdtchen from @ large howse into a
mch smialler space™

With custom cabinetry and
storage solutions, Duffing Tames
and Mewman all emphasize that
the only lmits lie with your

Irmaginatien is the only limit , ., lum an awkwerd comer into a buill-in study alcove

CHECK IT ouUT

SUBLIME Cabinat Design
spocialises in mid 1o highe-cnd
kitchens and bathrooms. Visi
v sUblimegroup.com.au.
INTERIORS by Darron James
iz an all-purpose cabinet-
maker — from built-in Eving
roam shalves and Kitchens 1o
wardrobes and bars. Visit
www.Interlorsbydarren
JariEs. Eoam.eE
DAGANISED Inenors docs a
rica Ena in wall bads, ward-
reba design and bulldn cus-
tom cabinetny. Drop in to ks
presneas ab 200 Abbotshord
Rd, Bowan Hils in Brisbana,
or call 32524257, Branchos
are on tha Gold and Sunshina
coasts,
BLUM products and “sys-
tems™ are used By many
guuunslnnd interior
asignars.
Wisit wowrar.blum .com.
THE HOME dess Centre ks a
good place for ideas for Al
kinds of applicatians Around
the haerte, Thir b=l Shiows
oom with small exhibits from
interlor specialists Is at GG
Marhale 51, South EBrsbana.
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